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Increase European Commission investment in R&D projects in the 
company’s business plan.

Acquire experience of a European project or repeat the experience 
of a previous successful project.

Strengthen customer relations (better visibility and reputation). 

 Widen your partner network.

Cooperate to develop new technologies and products while 
protecting intellectual property.

>>  Make yourself more competitive

>>  Access new markets

>>  Reduce costs and increase productivity

>>  Anticipate European regulations

The issues

Why take part in 
a European project?

2007-2013

The European Commission attaches particular 
importance to the participation of SMEs and has 
put in place a number of schemes and tools:   
- targeted calls for tender, 
- funded support initiatives, 
- specifi c fi nancial procedures, 
-  support for the initiatives of national and regional 

intermediaries (see web links at the end of 
this guide).

European Commission objectives specifi c to 
Aerospace: develop innovative technologies 
for a safer, more effi cient and environment-
friendly air transport sector.

FP7
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A budget of € 54.4 billion

-  including €32.3 billion for research
projects divided into 9 priority areas;

-  including €4.2 billion for the priority area 

Budget allocation in € billion

Cooperation 
in research projects 
(Transport including 
aerospace) 

Capacities
(including specifi c SME 
research initiatives)

Budgets 
available to 

SMEs

Ideas

PersonnelEuratom
JRC

7.5
4.72.7

1.7

4.2

32.3



How the European Commission defi nes an SME

>> Fewer than 250 people 

>>  Turnover below €50 million or total annual balance 
sheet below €43 million

Open to all companies 

“Level 1” projects (from basic research to concept validation 
at component or subsystem level) 
Budget: €5-10 million

“Level 2” projects  (technological development, system level) 
Budget: > €50 million 

“Level 3” projects  (system demonstration, JTIs)
Budget: > €100 million

SME specifi c

“Research for SMEs” projects (CRAFT in FP6) to meet the joint 
or complementary technological requirements of a small group 
of SMEs (5-6). This group must link up with at least 2 research 
centres who will conduct research for the consortium. Suitable 
for SMEs involved in basic technologies. Budget: €0.5-1 million

“Research for SME clusters”: 
Projects: the same idea as above but with R&D carried out by the 
SMEs themselves working in clusters (usually 10-15 companies). 
Budget: €1.5-4 million

Which SMEs are eligible?  What types of project?

Type of activity EC funding
level

TRD* 
(production of knowledge, 
technologies and products)

75%

Demonstration 
(prototype testing)

50%

Other activities (training, 
dissemination of results), etc.

100%

Coordination and support 100%

What activities are concerned 
and what level of EC funding 
is available?

Within JTI Clean 
Sky, R&D platform 

for a more 
environmentally-

friendly air transport 
sector, 12% of 

the budgets are 
earmarked for SMEs 
for a total budget of 

€1.6 billion

Forming a consortium
The consortium must consist of at least 3 partners from 3 EU Member States or 
Associated States. Exceptions: training initiatives, cooperation with non-EU countries 
(approved countries), etc.

Partner or coordinator?  

The coordinator is the sole interface with the Commission, who represents the consortium 
and acts as banker; it involves a heavy workload and calls for sound management and project 
management capabilities.

 Partners must bring real added value (in terms of technical content, formal project planning) 
and, preferably, have an established network of partners themselves.

How to fi nd partners? 

Commission website: www.cordis.europa.eu/en/home.html
Support programmes: AeroSME, ECARE+, SCRATCH

Project duration: 
3-5 years on average

The 
conditions

Rate of EC funding 
for SMEs on the 
increase, rising 

from 50% for FP6 
to 75% for FP7

Cost defi nition:
- direct costs (remuneration, equipment, equipment use), 
- indirect costs (consumables, overheads).

Joint 
projects
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*TRD: technological research and development
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The key stages 3

 IMPORTANT

Do not underestimate the diffi culties of setting up projects of this 
nature. Carefully identify the right theme and the relevant dates of 
the call for tender; work on the content of the work schedule.

Other themes could be relevant: NMP, Safety, Space.

The key stages

Setting up 
a project

The key stages
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Preliminary questions  

For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 
issues need to be addressed:

-  The aim and expected impact of the project (defi nition of project 
type)?

- Partners and sharing of responsibilities?

- Work schedule and project management?

- Costs and level of EC funding?

-  Support and advice from third parties (associations, specialist 
fi rms, etc.)

Drafting the proposal 

In FP7 the 3 main evaluation criteria are scientifi c and technical 
quality; expected impact; quality of implementation. The proposal 
should give an overview of the project (use charts and tables) but all 
required boxes must be completed. 

The structure of the document is fi xed, Section A being devoted to 
administrative and fi nancial aspects and Section B to the content:
-  Section A1 “Summary”: general information on the proposal (title, 

summary, keywords).

-  Section A2 “Participants”: information on the coordinator and 
partners (one form per partner).

- Section A3 “Budgets”: cost breakdown.

-  Parts B1 to B5: objectives, potential impact, composition of the 
consortium and resources, detailed activity plan, management.

11For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 1For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 111For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 1For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 111For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 1For an innovative idea (technology, technique, etc.) the following 1
Preparatory phase
(coordinator and main partners)

   Read and assimilate all relevant documentation (work schedule, 
call for tenders text, funding guides and descriptions of the 
evaluation process).

Choose a short acronym for the project that is easy to remember.

  Write a preliminary proposal (2-3 pages) describing the aim of the 
project, a work schedule (detailing the various phases), supporting 
documentation (e.g. why EC funding is justifi ed), funding plan, 
composition of the consortium.

Initiate relations with the Commission (Project Offi cer). 

Identify the people in charge of the subject area; present the project 
in 1 or 2 meetings.

  4Submission and evaluation

Most projects are submitted electronically via the 
Electronic Proposal Submission Service (EPSS). 
www.cordis.europa.eu/documents/documentlibrary/
2812EN.pdf

Proposals are evaluated by independent experts. 
The Commission initially checks the date and time 
of receipt, whether the rules for the composition of the 
consortium have been fulfi lled and the completeness 
of the proposal.
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 NOTE 

Importance of the “Impact” criterion which must 
describe potential new markets and the 
estimated time to market: 

-  demonstrate the added value in terms of 
development internationally, 

-  identify and quantify the results arising from topics 
that the EC views as priorities 
(environment, employment, etc.), 

-  describe how the results will be used 
(intellectual property).
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Must be in English

Setting up 
a project



>>  Each partner owns the results 
they obtain in the course of the project.

 >>  Certain results are co-owned if they were produced 
jointly: the partners concerned must then agree on the 
terms under which one of them may exploit those results. 
They may also sell non-exclusive licences to third parties 
provided that the co-owners are notifi ed and compensa-
ted fi nancially.

>>  It is only possible to access the results of other 
partners by written request, provided these results 
are necessary for the execution of the project or for the 
exploitation of one’s own results at the end of the project. 
In such cases it is compulsory to give access to one’s 
results.

>>  A partner may transfer ownership of their results to 
a third party but must fi rst inform their partners and 
guarantee  that their access right be maintained (see 
above for terms). Partners have the right to object if they 
can demonstrate that such a transfer would affect their 
access rights.

>>  Any partner who owns a result must protect it 
in anticipation of commercial or industrial use.
He may also transfer ownership to another partner who 
will then be responsible for protecting these results.

Intellectual Property of results

FP7 allows greater 
freedom in the 

choice of IP rules 
than previous 

frameworks

“Improving competitiveness to win access to 
new markets is one of our top priorities.” 

Rolf-Jürgen Ahlers, CEO.

ASG is a German SME (with 150 employees) specialized 
in components for fuel, oxygen, water and hydraulic systems 
(sensors, actuators, valves). 

ASG successfully participated in the European SmartFuel 
research project together with 9 partners from 6 nations 
(5 SMEs and 4 research facilities).
AeroSME played a signifi cant role in identifying the project 
partners. 

Participation in the European SmartFuel project led to: 

>>   Improved competitiveness. 

>>  Laying the foundation for future cooperation in new 
product development with European partners. 

Dr. Ahlers,  
CEO of ASG 

Luftfahrttechnik und 
Sensorik GmbH

TestimoniesRules

frameworks

Successful experiences...
“For Novintec, innovation is a necessity when it comes 

to capturing new markets and confronting the competition.”

Nicholas Navrikakis, CEO.

This 70-strong SME, which designs and makes fi lters and fl uid 
control and regulation components, successfully ran the EHA 
project in FP5. The project resulted in the development of a 
hydraulic servocontrol fi ltration system.

Novintec was the coordinator of this project which brought 
together 7 partners, 3 SMEs and 4 research laboratories, 
of 5 different nationalities.

The project led to a number of advantages for Novintec: 

>>   Technical knowledge acquired.

>> Intellectual property rights.

>>  New industrial links in France and abroad.

>>  Creation of a real R&D dynamic.
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Nicholas Navrikakis,  
CEO of Novintec



National level

Associations and trade bodies

GIFAS (Groupement des Industries Françaises Aéronautiques 
et Spatiales), the French aerospace industries association
Information and assistance, links with the entire aerospace sector 
www.gifas.asso.fr

ANRT/Paris/Association Nationale de la Recherche Technique  
(Espace Europe: specialist support and information department) 
www.anrt.asso.fr/index.jsp

AIAD (Associazione Industrie per l’Aerospazio i Sistemi 
e la Difesa)
www.aiad.it

ATECMA (Asociación Española de Constructores de Material 
Aeroespacial)
www.atecma.org

BDLI (Bundesverband der Deutschen Luft- und 
Raumfahrtindustrie)
www.bdli.de

Comité Richelieu (association of French high tech SMEs) 
www.comite-richelieu.org/

SBAC (Society of British Aerospace Companies)
www.sbac.co.uk

European Commission website/Information on FP7
www.ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/index_en.cfm

FP7 Questions & Answers
www.ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries

Site providing useful information on FP7 
(objectives, call for proposals calendar, rules of participation, etc.)
www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_fr.html

European Commission defi nition of SMEs
www.sme.cordis.lu/docs/sme_defi nition_leafl et_en.pdf

AeroSME - Guide to European projects
www.aerosme.com/download/FP7_AeroSME-Info-Pack-061222-
1v2-070117.pdf

Project setup support

www.bdli.de

Contacts
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General 
information 

European level

AeroSME – European research programme support for SMEs 
www.aerosme.com, www.asd-europe.org 
Contact: Ms Paola Chiarini (ASD) paola.chiarini@asd-europe.org 

ECARE+ (European Communities Aeronautics Research) 
Encouragement for innovative SMEs to embark on research 
initiatives under FP7 
www.ecare-sme.org/plus/
Contact: Ms Violaine Menant menant@hitech-ems.com 

SCRATCH (Setting-up Collaborative Research Projects Led by 
SMEs) Teams of experts specialized in support initiatives. 
www.aero-scratch.net
Contact: Mr Jean-Louis Bonafé euroint@club-internet.fr
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